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The Wild Friend Award 
    
    Each year at the Friends’ annual meeting, an award 
celebrating someone or a group that makes a positive 
impact at Wild River State Park is given away, the Wild 
Friend Award. This year the Board presented Chisago 
County Schools’ Life Work 
Center with the award. 
    This school year marks the 
10th year of the relationship 
between the transition program 
and Wild River State Park.  First 
called STEP (Students Transition 
and Employability Program) the 
Life Work Center now serves an 
average of 26 students aged 18-
21 per year.  These students are 
receiving special education 
services, have completed 12th 
grade, and have post-secondary 
transition needs as determined 
by their individual education 
plan.  
    These students’ work at the park is more than just 
volunteerism.  The park is a valuable job related/life skill 
training site.  The programming here at the park meets the 
goals of transition programming: daily living, community 

participation, jobs and job training, recreation and leisure, 
and post-secondary training. 
    Every Wednesday these students meet at Wild River for 
either a two-hour work shift or a full day with park 

naturalist Mike Dunker. Some of 
the activities include pulling the 
invasive buckthorn, stacking 
wood, clipping seed heads, 
prepping and collecting the 
luminary bags after the 
Candlelight Night, helping clear 
trails, among other tasks.   
Regardless of disability, students 
are able to participate in park 
activities with success through 
proper planning, the right 
equipment, and creative 
accommodations.  Job coaches 
work closely with park 
management and staff to make 

this program work for students. 
    Stacy Johnstone, one of the program instructors, says 
the students enjoy their work at the park and are learning 
about the pride that comes with “sweat equity.” The 
Friends of Wild River State Park is proud to call the Life 
Work Center a Wild Friend.  
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Mark your calendars: River Cleanup 
is July 14! 

 
Help keep the St. Croix River clean, get out for a paddle, and 
see some wildlife, all in the same day! The Friends is looking 
for Wild River fans to help  clean up any trash found in or 
along the river between Sunrise Landing and Wild River 
Landing. Volunteers will begin paddling at 9 a.m., with a 
lunch break halfway through the day. Please bring your own 
water, a lunch, a hat, sunglasses and sunscreen. Volunteers 
should meet at Wild River Landing at 9 a.m. and will be 
shuttled up to Sunrise Landing. contact park naturalist Mike 
Dunker at 651-583-2125 ext. 227. 

Looking for an auditor 
 
The Friends of Wild River State Park is due for 
a financial audit and is looking for someone, 
independent from the Board, to help out pro 
bono. A Friends member would be eligible to 
help out.  The Board is looking for someone 
who has bookkeeping credentials but does not 
need to be a CPA. For those interested, please 
contact Board President Brad Bjorklund at 651-
253-3498.  
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 Our new nonprofit status 

 
    Next time you write a check to renew your 
membership in the Friends of Wild River State Park 
you can write the check directly to the Friends 
instead of Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota.  In 
March, the Friends was officially notified that we 
were reinstated as a 501(c)(3) and in April we 
officially ended our fiscal relationship with Parks and 
Trails Council. 
    The FWRP has been a public charity and tax 
exempt since August of 1983 but operated under 
the umbrella of Parks and Trails.  Now our funds will 
be handed directly by our Board.  We will continue 
to use MinnCo Credit Union for our checking and 
saving accounts and the St. Croix Valley Foundation 
will continue to manage our two funds there. At the 
end of the calendar year we will be required to file a 
brief form with the IRS.  
    Parks and Trails will continue to be an important 
partner to the Friends.  Two examples are the Tree 
Cage Project, funded by a grant through Parks and 
Trails, and insurance for the 5K Run/Walk in 
October. 
   Unfortunately, Friends members will no longer 
receive a reduced rate of $10 for membership with 
Parks and Trails.  In 2017 eight members had taken 
advantage of the reduced fee.  
 

Meet Janessa, our 2018  
Naturalist Corps employee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    My name is Janessa and I am the Naturalist Corps 
for Wild River this summer, although it’s not my first 
time at Wild River or with the DNR. Between years of 
studying journalism at the University of Minnesota, I 
was introduced to naturalist life when I took a 
summer job instructing I Can Camp! programming in 
2016. I have great memories of Mike welcoming us to 
the park by surprising us with Goldie. By the summer 
of 2017, I was hooked and I joined the Conservation 
Corps and DNR once again as an I Can Paddle! 
instructor.  
    I graduated from the University of Minnesota with 
a BA in Journalism and minors in Animal Science and 
Spanish in May of 2017. Afterward, I spent a school 
year in the naturalist training program at Wolf Ridge 
ELC in Finland, MN. While there I took graduate 
coursework in Environmental Studies and 
Sustainability while teaching classes from Wetlands 
and Geocaching to Raptors and Ropes Courses. I 
loved the supportive community and environmental 
education curriculum so much I decided to extend my 
academic studies into a full time Master’s program 
through Antioch University New England starting in 
the fall of 2018. 
    I may already be job-hunting for the upcoming 
school year, but I intend to enjoy every second at 
Wild River this summer. I had a successful first few 
days meeting park staff, catching bullsnakes, tracking 
bears, and working on my wildflower knowledge. I 
can’t wait to see what the summer brings! 
 

The annual Wild River 5K returns Saturday, 
October 13. Participants can take a walk or run 
under the fall colors at Wild River State Park.  
Registration will be available on the day of the 
race, but a discounted price will be given to 
those who register before Oct. 1. Awards will be 
given to the top finishers. More information and 
sign-up info can be found at 
www.friendsofwildriver.org. Look for more 
details in future newsletters.  

Wild River 5K coming up 
on October 13 
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Tree cages are being installed
 
    In the last, special edition newsletter, the Friends 
announced a grant the group was awarded to help support 
the DNR to install tree cages around young oak tree species 
in the park to prevent deer browsing. This will, in turn, help 
with the ongoing restoration of the oak savanna. The first 
installation event took place on June 9 with the help of 
some young Boy Scouts out celebrating of National Get 
Outdoors Day, park naturalist Mike Dunker, and Friends 
volunteers. About 30 cages were installed.  
    The Friends of Wild River State Park was one of five 
groups selected to receive $5,000 from Parks & Trails 
Council of Minnesota under a statewide grant program 
that seeks to restore habitat in state parks. This grant 
program was made possible by the Henry S. Crosby 
Foundation, which issued grant money to Parks & Trails  

Council to advance protection of state parks through land 
acquisition and habitat restoration projects. The funds are 
being used to purchase materials to construct the cages. 
Many more cages will need to be installed and the next 
planned installation day is August 18. For those interested 
in volunteering, contact park naturalist Mike Dunker at 
651-583-2125 ext. 227 to complete required registration. 
Volunteers should bring their own water, gloves, eye 
protection, ear protection, sunscreen, bug spray, and 
closed-toe, comfortable footwear.  
 
 
(photos courtesy of Ashley Pethan, Parks and Trails Council 
of Minnesota) 
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Name:  
Address:  
City:  
State:  Zip:  
Email:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Friends of Wild River State Park 
    Bob Kessen 
    31145 Genesis Ave 
    Stacy, MN 55079-9417 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 FWRSP Membership Options 
 

 Junior Friend, 12 and under – $5 / year 
    Includes an “Action Guide” and other benefits 

 Individual Friend – $20 / year 

 Family Friend – $35 / year 

 Silver Friend – $50 / year 

 Gold Friend – $100 / year 

 Platinum Friend – $250+ / year 
 

                                              (We will never sell or trade your email address.) 

Option 1:  Mail above with check to: 

     Jan Kozlovsky, FWRSP Treasurer 
    (make check out to “Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota” 
      and put “Friends of Wild River membership” in memo field) 
      17190   410th   St. 
     North Branch, MN  55056 
Option 2:  Sign-up Online and use your credit card: 
            www.FriendsOfWildRiver.org 

T
ha

nk
 y

o
u 

fo
r 

yo
ur

 
M

em
be

rs
hi

p 

Upcoming events 
June 23 – Archery in the park, 10 a.m to 1 p.m. 
July 14 – River Clean up, 9 a.m. 
July 21 – Archery in the park, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
August 18 – Tree cage installation, 9 a.m. 
September 15 – Almelund Apple Festival 
October 13 – Wild River 5K 
 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 
 

Search for “Friends of Wild River State Park.” 
 


