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EASIER WAY TO VOLUNTEER

2017 Wild River Highlights

By Brad Bjorklund, Friends of Wild River State Park

By Kris Backlund, Acting Park Manager

A wonderful cadre of Friends Members endorse our
assistance to the Park by contributing funds and time
every year. Thank you so much for what you do. We'd
like to make that easier by repeating our suggestion that
you call the Park Naturalist, Mike Dunker, at 651-5832125, extension 227, to help you set up your volunteer
activity, whatever that may be.



Officers and Board Members have included on our web
page “friendsofwildriver.org” their personal phone
numbers that you may also call for assistance. You can
find out what these active members do in their spare time
to benefit the Park.
There are a plethora of activities to help with and to be a
part of. Indoors or out, any season of the year. Wet, dry,
hot or cold. Alone or in a crowd. With adults or with
children. Serious volunteers need some minor vetting by
Park Staff to keep themselves and our clients, the public,
safe and civil. The main thing is to do what you like,
what makes you happy, what contributes to a greater
good, brings you joy, satisfaction....









And we like suggestions, especially when politely made.



Saturday, March 10, 9 – 11 a.m. at the
Wild River State Park Visitor Center
Plan to be at the Visitor Center on March 10 for the
Pancake Breakfast and Annual Meeting of the Friends of
Wild River State Park. Again the famous “secret recipe”
pancakes with maple syrup made at the park will be
served starting at 9AM.
There will also be silent auction items to bid on.
Proceeds will go to the amphitheater fund so your
support will be appreciated. If you have an item to
donate, please send the information to Jan Kozlovsky
(Kozlovsky@northlc.com).
The annual meeting will start at 10. On the agenda will
be financial report, update on programs and activities at
the park and in the state, and presentation of the Wild
Friend Award.

Wild River and Interstate became co-managed park units, with
Wild River Park Manager Paul Kurvers assuming overall
management for both parks. These busy parks continue to
effectively serve large numbers of visitors thanks to the efforts of
excellent staff.
The purchase of a beautiful, 80-acre land parcel located in the
southern portion of the park was finalized, protecting an
important view shed and resources adjacent to the Deer Creek
Loop.
With the help of the Area Resource Specialist, Conservation Corps
crews, park staff, Burn Boss Tom Popsun and staff from other
parks, Wild River completed four prescribed burns in 2017.
After a season with no canoe vendor on site, Wild River Canoe
Rental came on board in 2017. Many visitors enjoyed the scenic
shuttle trip from Sunrise to the park’s main landing.
There were several staff changes at Wild River, most of them
temporary appointments. In May, Paul Kurvers became the
District 6 Supervisor, and Kris Backlund became the Wild
River/Interstate manager. Tom Popsun became the assistant
manager. Office Manager Terri Shelton retired in July, and Kristy
Skarzynski became the Office Manager December 1. At the same
time, Interstate Assistant Manager Eric Reed and Interstate
Naturalist Jenni Webster migrated north to Wild River for the
winter. The Division of Parks & Trails’ ongoing efforts to identify
ways to operate state parks as efficiently as possible factor in to
the temporary nature of these assignments.
Wild River’s interpretive program continues to reach, teach and
delight a wide range of park visitors. Naturalist Mike Dunker and
Naturalist Corps Naturalist Justine Bigott offered a total of 189
programs, which brought in 6543 participants. There were 744
attendees at programs given by guest speakers, many of which
were sponsored by the Friends of Wild River State Park. This
year’s “I Can Camp!” program brought in a number of East Indian
families. The park hosted a Hmong Boy Scout group on a couple
occasions, and Mike offered programming for a Somali school
group, among the many schools he worked with in 2017. Besides
offering programming throughout the year, Naturalist Mike
Dunker also does a lot of work coordinating volunteer efforts at
the park. Those who volunteer improve the park and its resources
in many ways. If you were one of those volunteers, we thank you.
If not, we invite you to look into volunteering at the park in the
coming year.

The past year was exciting, challenging and rewarding. We look
forward to seeing you at the park in every season in 2018.
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Fire Activities at the Park
By Tom Popsun, Acting Assistant Park Manager
As most people are out at Wild River State Park skiing and enjoying the cold weather, some activities are fixated
on spring. Tom Popsun, the temporary Assistant Manager at the park, has focused his career with the DNR around
fire management. His first role was to patrol a line away from the flames and watch for smoke outside of the burn
unit; an important yet boring role. Eight years later, as a Minnesota Burn Boss, he plans, supervises and evaluates
the results of prescribed burns throughout the park.
So why does the park spend the time planning and executing prescribed burns? Fire has always been an important
part of the park’s history and environment. It is an important natural change agent. Over the past 1000 years, a major
fire has been impacting Wild River’s ecosystem, on average, every 3-5 years. However, that changed during the 1870s
– 1960s when the land was used for logging and farming. Those years, fire was viewed as a destructive force and
was suppressed. An ecosystem based on periodic fire, which was starved of that fire, became unhealthy. Insects and
disease infestations overtook trees stressed by overcrowding. Fire dependent species disappeared while unwanted
species invaded. Animals moved on to find food and shelter. Fuels build up and increase the probability and severity
of a wildfire.
Burning is not just a 10-week activity in the spring. There is a lot that has to happen before and after the burn to
ensure a successful burn. These activities start soon after the spring burn season and upsurge during the winter.
Evaluations for past burns, review of previous season’s growth, and review of management plans, help determine
which sites will be on the next year’s burn plan. If possible, the burn breaks for most of the units are prepared during
the fall timeframe. Prairie grasses are cut cleaner in the fall when they are still strong and rigid, since the winter snow
knocks over the grasses and rots the stems.
During the winter, the burn plans are written. Prescribed burn projects must be implemented in compliance with the
written plan. Plans identify, or prescribe, the best conditions under which trees and other plants will burn to get the
best results safely. Temperature, humidity, wind, moisture of the vegetation, and conditions for the smoke dispersal
are defined within the plan. The burn prescription is a range of fuel, weather, and site variables that produce the
type of fire behavior necessary to meet the burn objectives.
There are many physical activities within the burn units, during the winter. Fuels in the burn units are reduced by
brush mowing. Dead trees are removed by either park resources or through fuel wood permits. Additionally, new
burn units are scouted since the hazards are readily visible without leaves on the trees and the white snow provides
contrast.
The changes to the ecosystem that fire performs is a calculated part of Wild River’s resource management plan. Fire,
along with mechanical and chemical means, can be safely utilized as a tool to maintain the diverse ecosystems that
the park offers. Blackened earth and dead trees are a part of that calculation. Prescribed fire burns create a mosaic
of diverse habitats for plants and animals. It recycles sequestered nutrients back into the soil. It promotes growth of
healthy trees, wildflowers, and animal life, improving habitat for threatened and endangered species. The spring
burns kill non-native cold season grasses and warm the soil for the native plants. Remember, in a couple of months,
the snow and cold weather will give way to the burn season and the park will be renewed with fresh green growth.
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The Prairie Care program was started at Wild
River State Park in 1993 by Naturalist Dave
Crawford as a way to get youth and the public
directly involved with prairie restoration efforts.
Since then, hundreds of students come out to
the park each year to collect and sow seeds to
restore our prairies. In the process they learn
about becoming stewards and many develop a
connection to our natural world.
This year was no different. The significant
information for last year is:




Number of volunteers: 548 (school groups,
scouts and individuals)
Number of hours: ~1385
Estimated value of seed collected: ~$10,800
of clean, processed seed.

Want to help? This spring, we are looking for
volunteers who can spare an hour or less to hand
seed or plant some of these important species.
You may get an opportunity to see another area
of the park while you are already coming out for
a visit. Call, e-mail or visit Park Naturalist Mike
Dunker at the park to find out more.

Join Us for the
Candlelight Night!
By Dave Kozlovsky, Friends Board member

At the last Friends of Wild River State Park Board
meeting, we agreed to change the name of the
Candlelight Ski, Snowshoe, and Hike to the
Candlelight Night. All three activities will still be
included and regardless of the weather we will have
a Candlelight Night.
The date for the Candlelight Night will be Saturday,
February 10, 2018, with activities starting at 6PM
and concluding at 9 PM. Snow permitting, we will
again have six miles of trails illuminated to ski, hike,
and snowshoe. If we are lacking snow there still will
be trails illuminated to hike. If the night is clear,
there will be an astronomer to peruse the heavens
with his telescope. Music as well as refreshments
will be available in the Visitors Center as well as the
Trail Center to warm up from the cold. And, of
course, there will be the huge bonfire in the prairie
north of the Trail Center.
You can rent snow shoes and cross country skis at
the Trail Center. Reservations for those items can be
made at 651-257-0685.
Come with a few bucks to donate for refreshments
and to buy a raffle tickets for a complete cross
country ski package donated by Wade Vitalis.
Hope to see you at The Candlelight Night to join in
Minnesota winter fun!

Wild River State Park receives many hours of support and hard
work from the Chisago County Schools’ Life Work Center (formerly
the STEP Program). It is described as a “Life Skills and Work
Exploration program for young adults with disabilities ages 18-21.”
The photo to the right is of a group of these students working on
painting the park's observation deck on Amador Prairie last fall.
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St. Croix River Canoe Clean-Up
By Marjorie Otto, Park volunteer and daughter of board member Dan Otto

Another year, another clean river. The Friends of Wild River State Park hosted their annual St. Croix
River canoe clean up in July of last year with a few additional guests – teens from the Conservation
Corps.
About 20 volunteers total helped clean up the river, leaving no shoreline unchecked. While very little
trash was found -- a promising trend we’ve been noticing during the last few years of cleaning up the
river -- one noteworthy item included a bench.
For many of the teens from the Conservation Corps, this was their first time experiencing the St. Croix
River. Many were wowed by the number of bald eagles spotted as we cleaned the 10-mile stretch
between the Sunrise Landing and the Wild River Landing. As we paddled along, a great blue heron
was spotted as well, blending in among the tree trunks along the shore, silently watching us clean its
home.
We had wonderful weather, making it a beautiful day for a canoe paddle. And, as a special treat,
volunteers snacked on a fresh watermelon during our shore lunch. Hardly seemed like work! The St.
Croix River Canoe Clean-up is a great excuse to get out on the river and to help keep our natural
resources clean for the wildlife and for future park visitors.
For those interested in helping with the river clean-up, next year’s event will take place on Saturday,
July 14. For more information on how to get involved, check out friendsofwildriver.org.

From the Treasurer
By Jan Kozlovsky, Friends of Wild River State Park
As I complete my first year as Treasurer for the Friends of WRSP, I thought our members
might like to know how their dues dollars were spent this year. There will be a full
treasurer’s report at the annual meeting on March 10, but here are a few details of
expenses and activities for 2017, rounded to the nearest dollar:
Fiscal sponsorship fee to Parks & Trails Council
Transportation Grants to the park (2 schools)
Apple Festival booth expenses
“Office” expenses (stamps, ink, etc.)
Volunteer Appreciation luncheon
Park program presenters
Pancake Breakfast

$ 75
$ 290
$ 103
$ 319
$ 236
$1400
$ 74

The income/expenses for the Candlelight Night, 5K Race, and Silent Auction will be on a separate report.

Amphitheater Fund Update
At the Dec. 14 meeting of the Friends Board, various donations and the proceeds from the Silent Auction at
the Apple Festival and the 2017 5K Race were earmarked for the amphitheater, bringing the total designated
for the amphitheater fund to $14,876.42 as of that date.

Thank you for your continuing support!
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February 10, 2018
Ongoing: 6-9 pm
FREE!

With a Minnesota State Park Vehicle Permit.
Skiers: see NOTE below.

Featuring the following fun activities
throughout the night:










6 miles of candle-lit ski, snowshoe, and walking trails
Minnesota’s largest prairie bonfire - lit at 5:45pm
Raffle Prizes including a new set of skis and boots!
Live music at both the Visitor Center and Trail Center
Cookies, cider, coffee, cocoa (donations appreciated)
Large Telescope for viewing the remarkable night sky
Ski & Snowshoe rental available -- call Wade of Wild River
Ski Rental at 651-257-0685 for more info.
Call Dave at 651-583-2923 to volunteer to help out
See the Friends website for more information:
http://FriendsOfWildRiver.org/

NOTE: A Minnesota Ski Pass is required for ski trails in State Parks or
Forests, or on State or Grant-in-Aid Trails, for those who are age 16 and
above. The cost is $6 daily or $20 for the season, and are available at
the Park Office or online.

Thank you for your
Membership
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Junior

– $5 / year

Includes an “Action Guide” and other benefits

Individual
– $20 / year
Family
– $35 / year
Silver
– $50 / year
Gold
– $100 / year
Platinum
– $250+ / year
Add an additional $10 and be a member of

Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota

Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Email:

Zip:
(We will never sell or trade your email address.)

Option 1: Mail above with check to:

Jan Kozlovsky, FWRSP Treasurer
(make check out to “Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota”
and put “Friends of Wild River membership” in memo field)

17190 410 th St.
North Branch, MN 55056
Option 2: Sign-up online and use your credit card at:

www.FriendsOfWildRiver.org

Calendar of Events
FEBRUARY:
10: 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.: Candlelight Night – Ski, Snowshoe, Hike
17: Park Program: Snowshoe along the St. Croix -- 1:00 p.m. at Visitor Center.
MARCH:
3,4,11: Park Program: Tapping the Magnificent Maple -- 1:00 - 2:30 starting at the Visitor Center, then driving to tap trees.
10: Pancake Breakfast at 9:00 in the Visitor Center, followed by our
Friends Annual Meeting at 10:00
17,18,24,25: Park Program: Maple Syrup Workshop -- 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Visitor Center. Registration required; 35 max.
APRIL:
22: Park Program: Earth Day Hike -- 2:00 – 3:30 at Visitor Center.
MAY:
5: Park Program: Warbler Watch and Walk -- 9:00 – 10:00 at Visitor Center.
13: Park Program: Mother’s Day Wildflower Walk -- 2:00 – 3:30 at Visitor Center.

For more info and activities go to friendsofwildriver.org or www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/events.html?location=spk00254

Friends of Wild River State Park
Bob Kessen
31145 Genesis Ave
Stacy, MN 55079

