
Local assistance was provided by Friends, Bob Walz our 
Treasurer, Park Manager Paul Kurvers, Park Naturalist Mike 
Dunker (newly relocated to Almelund), Director Deb Benson, 
Director Dave Crawford, Vice President John Eret and 
me.  Jonathan Moore from the National Park Service, Nina Koch 
of Tropical Wings and David Remucal of the Arboretum 
provided staff, their bosses and support to the endeavor.  The 
red carpet was rolled out in all places. 
 
The group goes to birding celebrations south along the St Croix 
River, then National Forests and staff in northern Wisconsin, the 
Apostle Islands National Seashore, Estes Park by Denver 
Colorado and then home by the 27th of May.  It is important to 
know that they are going to be setting up park operations in 
nearly a whole country based upon what they are learning 
here.  Wonderful, insightful, intelligent Costa Ricans made a 
connection with us, much to our and their benefit.  Biodiversity, 
invasives, staff pay, training and recognition, volunteers, 
research, saving the endangered, tourism, serving the public, 
costs, educating... - common themes to us all, interconnected. 
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   N e w s l e t t e r 
                              www.FriendsOfWildRiver.org    info@FriendsOfWildRiver.org    651-253-3498 

 
 

Do you know where in 
Wild River State Park 

this picture was taken?   
And what is it exactly?  

 
Answer on page 6. 

 

                             Friends  of  Wild  River  State  Park  do  a  lot  of  
                             things to benefit our local citizens, the park and  
                             surprisingly   the   greater  world.    As your new  
                             President  I  had  to  set  aside  some  things and  
                             concentrate on doing something for the greater 
good.  It started with a realization of how interconnected with 
the world we are.  We export our technological prowess with 
smart phones invented here which are sold and manufactured 
all over the world.  Interconnected.  We grow crops here by the 
Park that are used to feed people in many other parts of the 
world.  Interconnected. We have drug addicted people here 
that induce crime and government corruption in countries to 
the south.  Interconnected. We have birds breeding here that 
winter in such places as Costa Rica.  Interconnected. 
   
On Sunday, May 8, four Costa Rican officials who are Directors 
or Superintendents of major parks and forest reserves drove 
here from Chicago to attend a reception at my house where 
they stayed for four days.  It was sponsored by Tropical Wings, a 
birding group that recognizes the interconnectedness of our 
world.  On Monday they spent the day with Wild River State 
Park management learning how our park works in detail, and 
picking up bull snakes. 
 
On Tuesday the 10th they canoed in the park from Sunrise to 
the main boat landing in inclement weather.  Two of eight on 
the paddle had literally no paddling experience.  Three of the 
four speak no English and persuading them to wear long 
underwear on a rainy 50 degree day was a challenge. 
 
They spent the late afternoon at the National Park Service HQ in 
St Croix Falls with their director and five staff learning their daily 
activities. 
 
On Wednesday I drove them to the base of the Stone Arch 
Bridge in downtown Minneapolis and then to the University of 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum to meet with their Director 
and five staff to learn of their workings, programs and tour.  It 
was very impressive.  We drove by Paisley Park to see Prince's 
honoraria.  National newscasters are still there. 

 
On May 12

th
, after our fourth breakfast together in my kitchen, 

they were off to Bloomington to the national Wildlife Refuge, 
then Afton State Park and then Hudson.  Learning all the way. 

Interconnected 
 By Brad Bjorklund, Friends of Wild River State Park 

 

Note:  a new slate of officers was nominated and elected at our 
April 5

th
 board meeting.  They are: 

   President:  Brad Bjorklund           Vice-Presodent:  John Eret  
   Secretary:  Jeske Noordergraff    Treasurer:  Bob Walz 
   Communications:  Bob Kessen 
Many thanks to Tom Dickhudt for his 2 years as President! 
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Species Spotlight 
 

 

   

Bird’s-foot Violet 

Latin Name: Viola pedata 

Height: 4 to 6 inches 

Exposure:  Full sun 

Flowers: Each flower is 3/4 to  
1-1/2 inches wide with a light  
purple to blue corolla of 5 petals  
that spread outward, each petal  
rounded or obtusely pointed at the tip. 

Habitat: Prefers forests with open areas at middle height 
which permits the aerial pursuit of insects. 

Notes:  Bird's-foot Violet is a plant of sun and dry soils. It 
grows in prairies, and other areas of sandy, gravely soil 
from fibrous roots attached to an erect caudex. Partial 
sun is tolerated, but excess moisture is not. Propagation is 
usually by seed- the plant does not produce stolons.  It is 
pollinated by bees and butterflies. Plants do not do well in 
close quarters with other species. 
 
Bird's-foot Violet is one of 18 native violets found in the 
Minnesota but not widespread, known today in only 18 
counties, primarily in the SE quadrant of the state up 
through the north metro area and in Chisago County. 

Prairies, Snakes, and Birds 
By Friends Board Member Dave Crawford 

  

                        Did you know how little prairie Wild  

                        River had in 1978, when the park  

                        opened to the public?  Basically, it  

                        had none at all, according to the  

                        Minnesota Biological Survey  

                        (MBS).  One tiny spot on the south 

side of the park was identified as prairie by MBS, but 

it wasn’t actually in park ownership at the time and it 

still isn’t today.  The prairies that we do have now, 

several hundred acres in extent, are all the result of 

replanting efforts and prescribed burning over the 

years since the park was established.  Most of the 

restored prairie can be credited to hand collection 

and sowing of seed mixes gleaned from tiny, 

scattered, easily-overlooked patches of remaining 

prairie plant species.  Minnesota’s Legacy 

Amendment supplied funds for additional replanting 

using purchased seed. 

  

As a result, it’s now possible to view expanses of 

native prairie grasses and wildflowers that are home 

to an increasing diversity of pollinating insects and 

grassland birds.  Henslow’s Sparrows returned to 

nest in the park in 2003 after nearly a century of 

absence from Chisago County, and other grassland 

birds like Grasshopper and Lark Sparrows and 

Eastern Meadowlarks are now regularly observed by 

birders.  Accurate surveys of pollinator species have 

never been done, but if you stroll the prairies when 

wildflowers are in full bloom, you’ll have no doubt 

about how well they help sustain our native 

pollinators.  The prairies and lightly wooded areas of 

the park have also expanded the habitat needed by 

grassland-nesting reptiles like Blanding’s Turtles, 

and bullsnakes, hognose snakes, and greensnakes. 

  

Friends members are welcome to participate in 

collecting more seed for restoration work, or 

collecting information on abundance and locations of 

birds, snakes, or pollinators.  Contact Park Naturalist 

Mike Dunker (Michael.Dunker@state.mn.us) to 

volunteer your services, or if you’re interested in 

being part of the park’s citizen science snake 

research project, contact me at: 

                naturalistdave@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:Michael.Dunker@state.mn.us
mailto:naturalistdave@hotmail.com
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                                 By Paul Kurvers,  
                                 Wild River State Park Manager 

                            Campers   visiting   the   park   this  season   will   notice  
                            some  dramatic   changes  in   the  way  Wild  River  and  
                          all of Minnesota’s 75 state parks and recreation area 
campsites are managed.  For the first time in our system’s history, all 
4,500 state park campsites can be reserved up to a year ahead. 
Previously as many as 30 percent of the sites were held back from the 
reservation system and awarded on a first-come, first-served basis as 
visitors arrived at a park. In addition to the 100 percent reserved 
campsite change, customers will also be able to make reservations on 
the day of arrival without being charged a reservation fee.  In the past, 
reservations were required to be made at least one day in advance of 
arrival.   

These changes were made after the 100 percent reserved-campsite 
system was piloted at a number of state parks over the past two years 
and surveys from our customers regarding these changes were 
overwhelmingly positive.  By making these changes we are hoping to 
become more family friendly.  Families with young kids have told us 
they don’t want to pack theirs cars and get the kids ready to go 
camping at a state park if they are not assured of getting a site.  With 
these changes they can make a reservation and take their time getting 
to the park with the peace of mind that comes with planning ahead.  
There will be no need to rush to the park and then perhaps wait in line 
in hopes of getting one of the old first-come, first-served sites.  
Campsite reservations can be made on-line at 
www.mndnr.gov/reservations or by phone by calling 1-866-857-2757. 

So far this year Wild River and all the other state parks have been very 
busy.  Sales of one-day park vehicle permits are up 41 percent this 
spring over last year. Annual permit sales have increased 24 percent. 
And campsite occupancy so far in 2016 has jumped a dramatic 39 
percent for the system compared to the same period (January-April) 
from a year ago. 

Staff at the park has been very busy these past few months preparing 
the park for the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Contractors have 
been working on replacing a number of doors and windows at the 
park office, visitor center, trail center, and shop.  Besides addressing 
damage by woodpeckers, the replacement of these doors and 
windows will also help us improve the energy efficiency of these 
buildings.     

This spring, our canoe rental concessionaire informed me that he 
would not be renewing his contact with the park to rent and shuttle 
canoes.  Unfortunately, even though a request was issued to accept 
bids for a new vendor to operate this concession, no bids were 
received.  If you are aware of any person who may be interested in 
operating a canoe rental concession at the park, please have them 
contact me. 

Hope to see you at the park this summer!  

 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
  Archery in the Park  
   June 4:  10 am – 2 pm at the Picnic Area 

  FWRSP Native Plant Sale – National Get Outdoors 
     Day: Free Admission at Minnesota State Parks! 
   June 11:   9 am – 3 pm at the Park Entrance. 
   For more information see article below. 

  Wild Edibles and More! 
   June 11:  10 – 11:30 am at the Visitor Center.  Kelley Haggenbuch  
   discusses wild edible and medicinal plants.  Short walk follows. 

  Father's Day Paddle 
   June 19:  10 am – 3 pm starting at the main park boat landing  
   at 9:45.  Pre-registration required. 

  Friends Board meeting 
   June 30: 6:30 pm at TBD .  All members are invited, especially if  
   you would like to help out with our programs and other efforts. 

  Turtles and Terrapins 
   July 2:  2 – 3:30 pm at the Visitor Center.  Emily Roberts from   
   Snake Discovery brings her live turtles for visitors to see  
   and touch. 

  St. Croix River Canoe Clean-up     
   July 9:  9 am – 3 pm, meet at main boat landing. 
   For more information see article below. 

 Full Moon Paddle 
   July 22:  5:30 - 10:00 p.m. starting at the main park boat 
   landing at 5:30 p.m.  Pre-registration required. 

  Archery in the Park  
   July 23:  10 am – 2 pm at the Picnic Area 

For more info and activities go to friendsofwildriver.org 
or  mndnr.gov/wildriver  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Special Notes on 2 upcoming Events 
One of the most anticipated signs of spring is the opening of 
local nurseries with their spring plant sales.  The Friends of 
Wild River is also a part of this: one of our Board members – 
Tom Dickhudt – operates Sunrise Native Plants and he 
grows and donates locally hardy flowers and grasses as a 
fundraiser for the Park.  One was held on May 15

th
 and the 

second of these Native Plant Sales will be on: 
         Sat.  June 11 – 9:00 to 3:00 at the Park Entrance 
 
Then on July 9

th
 it’s our annual St. Croix River Canoe 

Clean-up.  Join us on the St. Croix River during this 
leisurely 9-mile cleanup paddle from our Sunrise landing 
to the main boat landing. Seven canoes are available for 
free for first registrants, but you're welcome to bring your 
own. We will meet at the main park boat landing. More 
details upon inquiry: contact Mike Dunker, the Park 
Naturalist, at 651-583-2925.  Registration required by 
noon Friday, July 10. 
 

 

 

http://www.mndnr.gov/reservations
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By Bob Walz, Board Member and Treasurer of the Friends of Wild River  

  

North Branch is the gateway to Wild River State Park and the 
adjoining National Park Service “Scenic Riverway.”  On May 
14

th
 Wild River and the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway 

were the sites for the International Migratory Bird Day 
observance.  This event was part of a larger bird celebration in 
the Saint Croix Valley sponsored by Tropical Wings, a non-
profit community organization that supports the Sister Park 
agreement and educates the public on migratory birds we 
share with the Osa Peninsula of Costa Rica, birds such as the 
Baltimore Oriole, the Golden-Winged Warbler, and Red-wing 
blackbird.  

2016 is also the 100
th

 anniversary of our National Park Service 
and International Migratory Bird Treaty, as well the 125

th
 

anniversary of our State Parks.  Those milestones were 
celebrated with an anniversary cake shared with those at Wild 
River State Park for International Migratory Bird Day (IM Bird 
Day). IM Bird Day is sponsored by Environment for the 
Americas. Environment for the Americas was organized in 
1993 as a 501-c-3 bird conservation organization. Just like it 
often is the case with migratory birds, their lives or mission 
span national borders and sometimes even continents. Wild 
River was one of three parks or communities in Minnesota 
that were official sites for International Migratory Bird Day. 

The Sister Park relationship is somewhat unique in that it is 
between 13 National Parks in the Upper Midwest and 7 
National Parks and Protected areas on the Osa Peninsula of 
Costa Rica. On the Osa Peninsula, they host an international 
bird festival in March of each year, just as many of the 
migratory birds are leaving the Peninsula. Our counterpart is 
sponsored on the official Migratory Bird day of the 
Environment for the Americas.  The Sister Park agreement 
was signed by both governments approximately three years 
ago.  

Our birding celebration began with a bird hike at 7:30 a.m. 
that was led by Sue Leaf, President of the Wild River Audubon 
Society. The focus was on distinguishing various warblers.  The 
rest of the programs took place at the Visitors Center in the 
park. Dave Crawford, retired and former naturalist at Wild 
River State Park, gave the first talk, “on the impact of the 
prairie and oak savanna restorations.”  Dave noted that much 
of the non-forested land in the park had been farm land in the 
middle of the last century.  Utilizing lots of volunteers they 
collected native plant seeds and school children spread the 
seed on these open areas after they had been prepared by 
park staff. After three decades of collecting seeds and 
redistributing them to these open prairies, more traditional 
prairies began to appear and attract prairie birds such as the 
meadowlark, clay-colored sparrow, and the endangered 
Henslow’s sparrow.  
 

The second presentation was by Tom Will, Migratory Bird 
Coordinator of the Midwest US Fish and Wildlife Services. He 
began by giving the history of the International Migratory Bird 
Treaty, originally an agreement between Canada and the US. 
He noted that other countries -- Mexico, Columbia, Japan and 
Russia -- joined the agreement over the last 20 years, and that 
the agreement itself has been modified over that time.  

Some birds migrate from one pole to the other, while others 
migrate only from their summer breeding regions to the 
wintering regions. The treaty is meant to protect birds that 
were being threatened and needed a coordinated plan of 
protection that often spanned the boundaries of individual 
countries. He congratulated Wild River State Park for being an 
International Migratory Bird Day site. 

The final presentation was on bluebirds. It was given by Bob 
Walz who recently became the Chisago County Bluebird 
coordinator for Bluebird Recovery Program of Minnesota. Bob 
described why bluebirds almost disappeared in Minnesota. 
Bluebirds, he pointed out, were “secondary” cavity dwellers; 
that is, they made their nests in what previously might have 
been a woodpecker or nuthatch nest. The number of 
secondary cavities was declining because people would 
remove dead tree stems as unsightly and wooden poles were 
being replaced with metal ones, and trees, in general, were 
being clear cut and removed for urbanization. At the same 
time non-native species like House Sparrow and European 
Starling had been introduced, along with other secondary 
cavity dwellers that were creating intense competition for 
fewer and fewer nest cavities. In addition, the number of 
predators for bluebirds and their eggs was increasing. To 
offset these advantages, bluebirders needed to monitor their 
nest boxes. Bob also compared the different style bluebird 
nestboxes.  

Cake was served following the last presentation as the group 
celebrated the various park and treaty anniversaries. 
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Second Annual Dayle DeClercq Birdwalk 
                                By Sue Leaf,  President of Wild River Audubon,  
                                Zoologist, Environmentalist, Author – her latest  
                                book is Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search  
                                for the Good Life 

                         Wild  River  Audubon  has led a birdwalk at  Wild River 
                        State Park in mid-May for several decades. The walk 
has been named as a memorial to the chapter’s long-time president and 
board member, Dayle DeClercq, who died in 2015. I recall Dayle getting 
slightly, and genteelly, miffed at birds that we counted on our list that 
were heard and not seen. So it was, perhaps, not the best tribute that 
this year we had a nice turn-out of seven people, all of whom birded by 
ear. 
 

It was a good thing we did, though, for the morning dawned chilly and 
gray, with a sharp wind. It was not auspicious weather for birds, and we 
worked for every species we recorded. But at walk’s end, we had racked 
up 52 species, more than I at first thought possible. 
 
Among the highlights were, of course, the Golden-winged Warblers, one 
of “our” species, with 47% of the entire population residing (and 
nesting) in Minnesota. Their nemesis, Blue-winged Warblers, put in an 
appearance and we also saw and/or heard Nashville Warblers, Yellow 
Warblers, Black-and-white Warblers and Chestnut-sided Warblers, 
among others. There were four species of swallows cruising the St. 
Croix River at the boat landing (Northern Rough-winged, Tree, Barn and 
Cliff) and a noisy, elegant pair of Trumpeter Swans creating a ruckus at 
the boat landing parking lot. We were also happy to hear the whinny of 
a Sora from the vicinity of Amik’s Pond. 
 

The walk was notable for what we didn’t see: no Warbling Vireos in the 
fringe of oaks along the river, no American Redstarts at all, no House 
Wrens—obvious birds that we have seen in the past. 
 
Spring is a fickle time and the migration is different each year. I’m 
always thrilled to see the returning migrators and amazed when I reflect 
on the distance they’ve traveled to come back to us. 

 

We are continuing our fundraiser to build a new 
amphitheater at Wild River State Park.  It will be 
located at the current site across from the main 
campground and will most likely look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The current amphitheater is inadequate in many ways:  
it has no stage, cover, electricity or lighting.   The 
above photo is of Sully Hill Preserve Amphitheater in 
North Dakota which shows a building that provides 
amenities including a covered stage, electricity, 
lighting, and storage.   An amphitheater such as this at 
Wild River State Park would be used for interpretive 
programs, naturalist presentations, and other park 
gatherings. 

The Friends board of directors has approved the 
allotment of $10,000 from our endowment fund 
toward this project.  The total cost of this new shelter 
– the Apex 35 from Enwood Structures – including two 
9 x 16 dressing rooms in the back, and delivered to the 
Park, is $38,110.     

The DNR will be responsible for all of the landscaping 
and major roadway and parking improvements, plus 
better seating, toilet facilities, and other amenities. 
 
To contribute in any amount, please send a check to: 

     
(make check out to “Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota” 

               and put “Friends Amphitheater fund” in memo field) 

Or you can use your credit card by going to our 
website: 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Native Pocket Garden 
By Tom Dickhudt, board member and past President of the Friends 

A native pocket garden is a small garden consisting of only native 

plants that simulates a small native habitat.  A good starting size is 

probably about 10 feet by 10 feet.  It is designed to attract various 

native butterflies, pollinators and other beneficial insects.  Plants are 

chosen that will provide blooming throughout the growing season and 

are of various heights.  The use of mulch and landscaping cloth is 

discouraged in that their use promotes the growth of weeds, particularly 

Quack grass.   

I will have a listing of recommended plants at the Wild River State Park 

open house on June 11th.  The pocket garden is a great way to discover 

the wonderful world of native plants and native habitats and can 

provide a landscape feature that is reasonably priced and 

environmentally beneficial. 
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Name:  

Address:  

City:  

State:  Zip:  

Email:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  3 of the many beautiful spring and early summer flowers at Wild RIver: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Junior  – $5 / year 
    Includes an “Action Guide” and other benefits 

 Individual  – $20 / year 

 Family  – $35 / year 

 Silver  – $50 / year 

 Gold  – $100 / year 

 Platinum  – $250+ / year 

 
Add an additional $10 and be a member of 

Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota 
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               Answer to   

         A survey marker in the Picnic Area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This is an official survey marker put in 
place by Chisago County.  It is located 
on the connecting path that leads from 
the very first parking lot at the Picnic 
Area to the bike trail.  So the location 
would be a bit south of the picnic 
shelter building.  It is not dated but we 
believe it was set in the late ‘70s when 
Wild River State Park was first 
established.  Let us know if you find 
more! 

 

From the Friends Board  

President Brad Bjorklund 

Vice President John Eret 

Treasurer Bob Walz 

Secretary Jeske Noordergraff 

Communications Bob Kessen 

Past Presidents Gary Noren 

 Dave Kozlovsky 

 Tom Dickhudt 

Board Members:  

Dave Crawford Dan Otto 

Jacquie Zita Elizabeth Huselid 

Tim McCarthy Deb Benson 

Jan Kozlovsky 

 

                                              (We will never sell or trade your email address.) 

Option 1:  Mail above with check to: 

 
 

(make check out to “Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota” 
      and put “Friends of Wild River membership” in memo field)

Option 2:  Sign-up Online and use your credit card:

 
                                              We will never sell or trade your email address 
 

Option 1:  Mail above with check to: 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos courtesy of: 
Kris Backlund – Park Assistant Manager 


