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                              Summer 2012

        N e w s l e t t e r 
                                  www.FriendsOfWildRiver.org  info@FriendsOfWildRiver.org  651-583-2926 (Visitor Center) 

  I hope everyone has had 

  a chance to enjoy the 

  improving weather the last 

  few weeks and is, once 

  again, looking forward to 

  those hot summer days. 

If you were able to come to our Annual Meeting, 

you had a chance to participate in our first-ever 

silent auction.  I am happy to report that we 

made $740 on that fun addition!  Thanks to all 

that donated and bid on the items.  A complete 

list of donators is included to the right. 

I am also happy to report that Bob Walz 

volunteered to take over our vacant treasurer’s 

position assuming that role in July of 2012. 

Welcome aboard, Bob!  There is still room if 

anyone is interested in becoming a member of 

the Friends of Wild River State Park Board.  If 

you have any questions contact me or any of the 

other board members. 

The first transportation grants have been 

awarded for spring field trips to two 

school groups and two child care 

centers.  Applications for fall field trips are due 

in May.  We hope for success in connecting kids 

with WRSP with this new Friends’ initiative. 

Speaking of hot summer days, the Friends of 

Wild River State Park-hosted Annual River 

Cleanup will take place on Saturday, July 12, 

2012 from 9 am to 3 pm.  Since we did not do 

our river cleanup last summer due to the 

statewide shutdown, we should have no 

problem finding trash!  I suspect we will be 

able to collect more than the pickup load we 

collected two years ago.  Those that 

participated two years ago had a great time 

getting to know other Friends members and 

hearing a presentation by Kacie who took us 

back to the prehistoric St Croix River 

Valley.    This is an instance where we can 

really use the help of our Friends members as 

well as have a fun time.  Look for the details 

on page 6. 

Thanks for your support as Friends of Wild 

River State Park and I hope to see you at the 

park this summer! 

 

Sunrise Flour Mill (Marty & Darrold 

Glanville), Tessa Hill and Dennis Johnson, Jan 

Kozlovsky, Sunrise Native Plants (Tom 

Dickhudt), Elizabeth Huselid, Mike Madden, 

Dave Crawford, The Patricks, Kacie Carlson, 

Wildriver State Park Volunteers, Wild 

Mountain Winery, Wild Mountain Recreation, 

Gary Noren. 

 

 
 
 
By Paul Kurvers,  
Wild River State Park Manager 

 
If you’ve visited the park  
recently, you may have 
noticed that there are a 
number of areas throughout 
the park where prescribed  
burns have occurred.   These 

prescribed burns are part of a wide range of 
activities conducted at the park under the 
umbrella of resource management.   What is 
resource management?  It encompasses all 
the actions that are taken to protect, 
improve, restore, and sustain the park’s 
native plant and animal communities.  If 
done correctly, resource management 
actions will result in a set of defined desired 
future conditions.   The specific details of the 
desired future conditions for Wild River 
State Park are outlined in the park’s 
Management Plan which was approved in 
2007. The park’s enabling legislation also 
provides guidance and direction for the 
resource management actions that we 
initiate.   It states in part, “Wild River State 
Park shall be managed to preserve, 
perpetuate, and interpret natural features 
of the presettlement park area and other 
significant natural features that are 
present.”  

Resource management actions cover a wide 
range of activities including; deer population 
monitoring and special hunts; plant and 
animal surveys; invasive species control 
efforts; prairie and oak savanna restoration; 
pine plantation thinning and removal; hiking 
and equestrian trail erosion mitigation; and 
the implementation of firewood restrictions 
aimed at protecting the park’s forests  from 
invasive pest species and disease.  An 
important aspect of resource management 
also involves documenting and protecting 
cultural sites within the park. 
 

       -- continued on Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Previous “Where is it?” 

photos have featured Spring 
Creek and Deer Creek.  Do 

you know which creek this is 
and have you ever visited it? 

 
Find the answer to this 

“Where is it?” on Page 4. 

SEEGWAN Spring Celebration! 
See Page 5 for complete listing of activities. 

June 9, 7:30 am – 8 pm 
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-- continued from Page 1 
 
From my perspective, time spent by staff and volunteers caring for and managing 
the park’s natural and cultural resources is vitally important.   After all, the 
resources -- plants, animals, and cultural history of the area -- are essentially the 
reason Wild River was established as a state park.  Each year about 200,000 people 
venture to the park to camp and recreate.  I assume that many of these people 
could have camped in their own backyards or hiked on the trails and roads in their 
neighborhoods if they so desired.  However, there is a reason why people travel to 
state parks to engage in these pursuits instead.   Perhaps it is the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in the scenic beauty and natural resources that places like 
Wild River offer.   It is essential that we all do our best to ensure that these 
resources are protected, conserved, and sustained not only for the present but for 
future generations as well.    In the words of noted conservationist Aldo Leopold:   
“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, the stability, and beauty of 
the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.”  Thanks for your help in 
doing just this for Wild River State Park.  We look forward to seeing you at the park. 
 

Ovenbirds in the Trees 

– And on the Ground  
 

  By Ann Kessen 
  Past President, Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union 
 

One of the more common breeding birds of 
Wild River State Park’s forests is the 
Ovenbird. Ovenbirds are drably colored 
warblers that are more often heard than 
seen. In spring and early summer, males 
sing a loud song consisting of two notes 
repeated over and over. Some think the 
song sounds like “teacher, teacher, 
teacher,…”. Ovenbirds nest on the ground, 
using dead leaves, grass, bark, and twigs to 
build a domed nest with a side entrance. 
Early naturalists thought the nest 
resembled an old-fashioned oven, hence 
the name – Ovenbird.  Look – and Listen – 
for it the next time you are walking in the 
woods of Wild River State Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prescribed burn on Amador Prairie, March 17, 2012 
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Spring is here and, like many of you I assume, it’s 
  the season that I spend the most time flipping 
  through pages of field guides.  What flower is 
  that?  What spider was that?  What bird is that?  
  Too often it reminds me of college and having to 
  cram for that final exam.  Then, it also reminds
  me of how easily I forget things and find myself 
heading back to the bookshelf.  To really remember and connect 
to the things we’re experiencing while outside, or in any situation, 
we should think of them in a way that is more than factual 
education, but more so as interpretation. 
 

Freeman Tilden (1883-1980), the “Grandfather of Interpretation”, 
stated in his book Interpreting our Heritage that interpretation 
relates, reveals, provokes, and is artistic, holistic, and appropriate. 
As Interpreters (yes, that’s you, too!) we naturally start thinking of 
artistic, holistic, and appropriate ways that we can relate, reveal, 
and provoke thought in other people – children, grandchildren, 
friends.  But we, ourselves, keep heading back to the bookshelf. 
 

This spring I challenge you to be your own Interpreter and to look 
at things differently – relate to, reveal to, and provoke yourself.  
Rather than seeing a new flower and immediately going to the 
field guide to look up its name, look more closely at it.  It has huge 
leaves.  Maybe those are to soak up more sunlight in this shady, 
wooded area?  What other understory leaves are big like that?  
The flower is under the leaf.  Maybe it’s being pollinated by 
ground-crawling insects rather than flying ones?  It has a fuzzy 
stem and is in the middle of the open prairie.  Maybe that’s to 
keep water from evaporating out of it so easily?  Is the fuzz on 
that stem, in any way, like the hair on our bodies?  As you can see, 
flowers are fascinating things that have evolved to deserve a much 
greater appreciation than simply knowing their name. 
 

Like flowers, so much of what we’re actually seeing is often 
overlooked by simple observation.  Have you ever stopped to 
think about why the same ol’ turtles are basking on that log?  As 
cold-blooded reptiles they do that to warm up.  When they get 
too hot, they slide into the water to cool down.  People are easily 
scared of snakes because they bite.  But, why do they bite?  It’s 
their only defense against a strange creature that is much larger 
than they are.  Can you blame them?  Burs are an annoying thing 
to pick off your clothes after a walk through the woods.  What’s 
their point, anyways?  Some plant just outsmarted you and tricked 
you into spreading its seeds!  Look a little harder.  Can you find the 
plant?  What other tricks are plants and animals playing on us? 
 

These are just a few examples of the amazing ways nature works 
and has survived for so many years.  As humans we claim to be 
the superior species, but again, that’s what the books on the 
bookshelf say.  Broaden your perspective beyond the books this 
spring and become your own interpreter.  You’ll be surprised to 
find what you discover (and remember!) along the way. 
 

 
 

 
  By Gary Noren, President Emeritus- Friends of Wild River   By Kacie Carlson, Park Naturalist 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Carlson is a busy man with many
 nicknames: Founding Father Bill (one of 
 about five or six people who convened over 
 20 years ago to establish the Friends of Wild 
 River State Park), Treasurer Bill (20 years in 
 that  position for  the  group!),  Wild  Bill (use  

your imagination), Coast Guard Bill (served 
on the Mississippi River and in Honolulu as deputy Shipping 
Commissioner, Port of Honolulu), P.O. Bill (that’s Post Office 
Bill, he worked for the USPS for over 32 years), Active Living by 
Design Bill (he secured funding and was the first Project 
Director of Isanti Co Active Living by Design - for 6 ½ years), 
Becklin Bill (Bill was instrumental in establishing Isanti 
County’s Becklin Homestead Park/WMA). 
 

Bill has always been an integral part of the Friends of Wild 
River State Park. He’s the guy you always see sitting behind 
the fishbowl at Friends events collecting money, and soliciting 
more, to support our programs: Seegwan, summer guest 
speakers, the Candlelight Ski and Pancake Breakfast, and the 
“Kids to the Prairie” Transportation Grant – to name a few.  
 

Bill has always been an active volunteer at Wild River: setting 
candles for the Candlelight Ski, selling native plants at 
Seegwan and available for various other duties as assigned by 
Kacie… I’d be remiss if I didn’t add a few other monikers for 
Bill: Sandwich Bill, (he makes a great sandwich for his guests 
on walks or canoe trips), Swede Bill and Snus Bill.  We hear the 
position of Friends treasurer has opened up again.  Bill?   

 

Rubin Stenseng snapped this picture of two eaglets in 
the “Nevers Dam” nest earlier this spring. 
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   Here’s the answer from page 1!  
 

Goose Creek 
GPS coordinates: N45 33.56  W092 51.52 

See  on the map to the right (note this is the northern Sunrise Landing area) 
 

Located at the far north end of the park, the Goose Creek area is an intricate mosaic of 
natural communities.  Maple-basswood and lowland hardwood forests occur in slight rises 
over black ash swamps in the old meanders of the river channel where many natural 
springs flood the land.  Tamarack, Alder swamps, and wet meadows line Goose Creek.  
Because of its bog-like characteristics, northern plants such as wintergreen and twinflower 
occur in areas of white pine.  The rare bog bluegrass can be found in seepage swamps, and 
more than 30 native species of sedges grow amongst this area.  Here, over 50 species of 
birds are likely to be encountered, including Red-shouldered Hawks and possibly the rare 
Louisiana Waterthrush.  To get to Goose Creek, simply park at the Sunrise Landing and 
walk the 3-mile Goose Creek Trail.  But, walkers beware! – as a primary floodplain to the 
St. Croix River, this area is often very wet.  If you can’t make it during the dry seasons, 
come back in the winter for the serene, crisp, and beautiful walk by snowshoe. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Seegwan Open House June 9 (7:30am – 8pm) Admission FREE! 
Native Plant Sale June 9 (9am – 3pm) 
Fly Fishing Workshop June 10 (9am – 3pm)  Registration Required 
Volunteer Rendezvous June 16 (10am – 2pm) Details on Page 2 
River Seining June 23 (10-11 am) 
Archery in the Park June 30 (10am -3pm) 
 
Legend of Lumber Barron July 7 (7:30-8:30 pm) 
Canoe Cleanup Day! July 14 (9:30am – 3pm) Details on Page 6 
Live Animals! July 28 (7:30-8:30 pm) 
Live Raptors! August 4 (7:30-8:30 pm) 
Meteor Shower Watch August 10, 11 (9-11 pm) 
Archery in the Park August 18 (10am – 3pm) 
Monarch Tagging August 19, 25 (12-2 pm) 
Prairie Care Workshop August 25 (10am – 2pm) Registration Required 
 
I Can Camp! Overnight September 1 Registration Required 
Autumn Harvest Day September 1 (11am –3pm) 
Monarch Tagging September 1 (12-2 pm) 
Mushrooms w/ Leslie Jo September 1 (1-2:30 pm) 
Landscape Photo Wrkshp October 13 (9am – 4pm) Registration Required 
Wild “Shiver” Weekend October 18-21  
Archery in the Park October 20 (10am – 3pm) 
 
Snowshoe Lacing Wrkshp November 17, 18  Registration Required 

 

All details can be found at www.mndnr.gov/wildriver or by calling 651-583-2925. 
 

Thanks to the passing of the Clean Water, Land, and 
Legacy Amendment in 2009, Wild River State Park has 
received funding for two Naturalist Corps positions 
which will help us to continue our educational 
programming at the park.  For a full list of Minnesota 
State Park activities, visit us at mndnr.gov/wildriver or 
scan the QR code to the right using your Smartphone. 

 

 

 
Ruffed Grouse 

 

Latin Name: Bonasa umbellus 
 

Habitat: Preferably aspen or Alder forests. In 

winter they hide in snow burrows to stay warm 

and avoid   predators.  Most will not travel 

beyond a few acres throughout life. 
 

Size: 12 inches long/tall, 1.5 pounds 
 

Notes: Spring is the time of year when many 

people hear the drumming of the Ruffed 

grouse in the woods. During courtship, males 

spread their banded fan-shaped tails, display 

their otherwise-concealed neck ruff (hence the 

name), and drum to find a mate.  This 

drumming sound is caused by compressed air 

beneath their wings.  They’ll often drum from 

on a top of dead log, but also stand on roots 

and boulders.  By early May, hens lay 10-14 

eggs that hatch in 23 days.  The chicks stay 

with the mom until late September favoring 

aspen buds and twigs, but also enjoy fruits of 

dogwood, other berries, and some ferns.  

Ruffed grouse live their lives alone rather than 

in flocks like other birds. 

 

Species Spotlight 
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Summer Programs at 
Wild River State Park 

*: Sponsored by Friends of Wild River 

* July 7,  7:30 – 8:30 pm:  
Legends of a Lumber Baron! 
Dwight Wilcox - storyteller. 

* July 14,  9 am – 2 pm: 
Annual Canoe Cleanup Day – from 
Sunrise to the main boat landing. 

July 14,  8:30 – 10:30 pm: 
Universe in the Park – a short 
intro., then use 8” telescopes. 

Aug. 4,  7:30 – 8:30 pm:  
Echoes of Ecology – live animals 
from Wisc. DNR – with Chris Cold. 

* Aug. 10-11,  9 – 11 pm: 
Perseid Meteor Shower Watch. 
Telescopes, etc.  by Kenny  Bahmer. 

Aug. 18, 10 am – 3 pm:  
Archery in the Park: with cert. 
instructors; equipment provided. 

Aug. 25,  10:00 am – 2:00 pm: 
Prairie Restoration & Workshop: 
for educators/volunteers/ALL! 

Sept. 1,  11:00 am – 3:00 pm: 
Autumn Harvest Day: collect native 
seed, plus other fun fall activities. 

* Sept. 1,  1 – 2:30 pm: 
Incredible Edible Mushrooms: 
unravel the mysteries of mush- 
rooms, with Leslie Jo Meyerhoff. 

On June 9th – State Park Open House day 
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 Junior  – $5 / year 
    Includes an “Action Guide” and other benefits 

 Individual  – $20 / year 

 Family  – $35 / year 

 Silver  – $50 / year 

 Gold  – $100 / year 

 Platinum  – $250+ / year 

 
be a member of 

        Trails Council 
 

Name:  

Address:  

City:  

State:  Zip:  

Email:  
                                                               We will never sell or trade your email address 

           Your favorite activities at the park include: 

      
Option 1:  Mail above with check to: 

 

Option 2:  Sign-up Online and use your credit card: 

 

     Thank you for your support!


 

Canoe Cleanup Event – July 14 

  By Gary Noren 

Join us on the second annual St. Croix River canoe trip and river cleanup on July 14th from 
9am to 3:30pm; mark your calendars! The section to be cleaned is that part of the St. Croix 
River between the Sunrise Landing and the main boat landing in the park. 
 
A Friends Board member will be at the Sunrise Landing at 9am so that you can drop your 
boats and gear.  Then you can drive to the main boat landing within the park and be shuttled 
back north to Sunrise Landing.  That way your car will be ready for you at the end of the trip! 
 
This is a rain or shine event, so come prepared and ready to have some fun!  Bring a lunch, 
water, gloves, insect repellent, and sunscreen. The park will provide bags for collecting 
garbage, river interpretation during the canoe trip, and disposal of our trash. Canoes will be 
available for rent from Eric’s Canoe Rental. To reserve a canoe for the event, call Eric’s Canoe 
Rental at 651-270-1561. Rental rates are $45/canoe which includes a shuttle to the Sunrise 
Landing area. Life jackets must be worn by all people in canoes. If you prefer not to canoe, 
walking and cleaning the river at entry and exit points would be very helpful too. 
 
This event is part of the St. Croix River Association’s River Awareness Week. Watch your local 
newspapers and www.stcroixriverassociation.org for other River Awareness events! 

 

2010 Friends of Wild River State Park Canoe Cleanup Crew 

Spring fog over Amador Prairie 

http://www.stcroixriverassociation.org/

