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Signs of
Spring!

By Paul Kurvers,
Wild River State Park Manager
In my journeys throughout the park
in recent weeks I’ve noticed many early
signs of spring. Cardinals, chickadees,
nuthatches, and red-bellied wood peckers have all begun singing their spring
territorial and courtship songs. Bald
eagle pairs have completed “remodeling” their nests and are now sharing
the duties of nest sitting in anticipation
of the young that will hatch later this
spring. I have also noticed more and
larger patches of open water appearing
on the St. Croix River as it prepares for
the inevitable break-up of spring.
However, before we usher in spring,
I’d like to reflect briefly on this past
winter season. Due in large part to plentiful snow, the park had one of the busiest winter seasons in many years. As
you may be aware, the candlelight ski
in January drew record attendance. The
success of this event demonstrates that
when good weather, great snow conditions, and a full moon are combined,
people still enjoy recreating in a scenic
park setting during the winter.
Based on vehicle count numbers
for the months of December, January,
and February, we estimate that approximately 16,000 people visited the park
during this time period to ski, snowshoe, hike, and winter camp. The park’s
lodging facilities, including the camper
cabins and Guest House, had no vacancies on all weekends and many weekContinued on Back Page >

In Memory of
Barb Ledbetter-Nelson
By Jacquelyn Zita, Vice Pres. of the Friends of Wild River State Park
Friends of Wild River State Park
are grieving the loss of Barb Nelson,
a long time dedicated member of the
Friends’ board and a truly committed
advocate and friend of the park. As a
way to honor her life and her service
to the park, a new Book Nook in the

for student interns at Wild River State
Park. Interns assist the park naturalist
in preparing and presenting interpretive naturalist programs and overall
operation of the interpretive program at
the park. It is hoped that contributions
to the Scholarship Fund will build an
endowment sufficient to provide indefinite opportunities
for these internships in the
future.
The nature books in
the Book Nook were donated
by Stan Nelson from Barb’s
collection and a selection of
children’s books were purchased by Stan and Judith
Kissner from Scout and
Morgan Books in Cambridge.
The lumber for the beautiful
The Barb Nelson Book Nook will be
bookshelves was donated by
dedicated at the Friends’ Annual Meeting on Dennis Johnson and Tessa
Saturday, March 28th.
Hill. Park visitors are invited
to read and honor these books
park’s Visitor Center and a new Barb in the reading space of the nook.
Nelson Intern Scholarship have been
We dearly miss Barbara’s lively
established.
and generous spirit as our memories
Barb’s husband, Stan Nelson, has and her books and scholarship keep her
donated $12,500 to the internship fund, close to our hearts and honored within
along with Park Naturalist Dave Craw- the park she so loved.
ford and his wife Diane who decided
to donate their Bush tax rebate to the
Donations for the Barbara Nelson
scholarship fund. The Barb Nelson
Scholarship Fund can be sent to
Intern Scholarship is intended to offer
Bill Carlson, Treasurer, Friends of
natural resource education career
Wild River State Park, 810 Dellwood
development internship opportunities
St. S., Cambridge, MN 55008-2122
in addition to the state-funded positions

Members of Big Top Chautauqua to perform
at Seegwan on May 17th
By Dave Kovlosky, Friends Group President
Wow!! What a fantastic Candlelight Ski!! I had a wonderful
time helping the North Branch Area
High School National Honor Society and members of Friends set up
for the ski, hike and snowshoe event.
Shawn Donais, Assistant Park Manager, thinks we set up more miles of
lighted trail than any other Park in the
state. Special thanks to Bill Carlson,
Maurice Whalen, Jan Kozlovsky, Kia
Donais, and Bob and Cathy Ziegler,
who helped organize and lead the
NHS students to light the way for the
event. Thanks also to Wade Vitalis
for his donation of a cross country ski
package to help the Friends of WRSP
cover our expenses. Perfect weather, a
full moon, and people willing to help
made for a great event.
Is cabin fever setting in? I have
the perfect antidote, the Annual Meeting and Pancake Breakfast at The Visitors’ Center at the Park on March 28,
2009, at 9 a.m. Representative Jeremy
Kalin and Senator Rick Olseen will be
there to flip pancakes and inform us
on the State of the State. Also Cortland Nelson, Director of the Division
of Parks and Trails; Beth Coleman,
Executive Director of Parks and Trails
Council of Minnesota; and Paul Kruvers, Manager, Wild River State Park
will speak at the meeting. What a great
opportunity to schmooze with our legislators and policy makers in the State
of Minnesota! If you have a question,
this is your chance to ask it in person.
Our next event for the Friends
of WRSP is Seegwan, the annual
celebration of spring. Speaking of
WOW!! Have you heard of Big Top
Chautauqua, the group that performs
in Bayfield in the summer, has many
CDs, performs on Public Radio and
the Minnesota State Fair, and got
its start singing about the St. Croix
River? Members of that group will be

“The most American thing in America until a new age turned the page.

It was radio that killed Chautauqua...
performing as the feature act at 7 p.m. at And or
many
hours
we
can use
your
help. If
here we
are in the twenty-first
century
with Chautauqua
standing
again.
In Northern Wisconsin. And on the radio!”
Wild River State Park during the Seegwan your gift is with a computer, we can use
Celebration on Saturday, May 16. 2009. your help with data processing; if you like
WOW!!
to explore the outdoors, prairie care or
I know I am going to sound like a buck thorn busting may be for you. We
Press
Kit
Public Radio Pledge Drive, but if youGeneral
are always looking
for new
members to
want the Friends to keep getting in quality serve on the Friends of WRSP Board, so
programs into our Park, please first send email me at kozlovsky@northlc.com if
in your membership dues, as that is our you want more information. Hope to see
main source of funds. If you have an hour you at the Pancake Breakfast!
Warren Nelson, From 30th Star

Naturalist Notes
Big Top Chautauqua • 888-BIG-TENT • www.bigtop.org • info@bigtop.org
Jamey Penney-Ritter, Marketing Director • marketing@bigtop.org • 715-373-0788

By Dave Crawford, Park Naturalist

Among the tasks I pursue each
winter is writing a summary report of
the previous year’s interpretive operations. 2008 was a very successful year
with a lot of highlights: the highest visitor center attendance in my 18 ½ years
at Wild River; huge crowds at the State
Park interpretive program day at the
State Fair; a cooperative programming
day at Camp Ojiketa in Chisago City
to help advance the goal of retaining
the camp as a county park; high levels
of participation in hands-on landscape
restoration activities; and 24 programs
by guest presenters, mostly funded
by Friends of Wild River. The park’s
role in the Minnesota Sesquicentennial
was also a highlight, with many familiar and some new programs with history themes, supplemented by our two
history-based geocaching programs.
These were designed to appeal to hightech young people to try and reverse the
demographic trend noted by Paul Kurvers in his article.
The Trumpeter Swan podcast I produced for our website is another outreach attempt to draw in young people.
Many of “our” wintering swans moved
farther south when the St. Croix River

froze due to the extended cold snaps
of January and February. Now, milder
temperatures have allowed ice to melt
along shorelines and at Nevers Dam
site, so as of March 1, visitors were
counting over three dozen swans along
a two-mile stretch of river.
We’ve begun gearing up for maple
syruping and the annual pancake breakfast March 28. Syrup made in previous
years from Wild River’s maples will be
part of the treat that day. And then it
won’t be long until warmer weather,
and lots of school groups coming to
sow seed, and Seegwan on May 16.
We also look forward to the continuation of our state-funded interpretive and Prairie Care internships
this summer. The Barb Nelson Intern
Scholarship offers the promise of
an additional internship, so we’ll be
approaching the level of interpretive
staffing we had in 2001, our best year.
And finally, don’t forget our Buckthorn-Free Zones initiative. It’s now
firmly in place, and waiting for volunteers who are eager to claim small
patches of park land and defend them
against this habitat-wrecking invader.
Please consider volunteering. You
could be the first on your block to have
a “Die, Buckthorn Scum” t-shirt!

You are invited to
Friends of Wild River’s

2009
Pancake
Breakfast
and Annual
Meeting

Saturday

March 28th

9-11am • Visitor Center

Come and enjoy fresh pancakes, maple syrup
from last year’s bumper crop, juice, hot coffee, and
friendship during our Annual Meeting.
famous secret recipe pancakes!!!
Remember - you must be or become a member of the Friends of Wild River State Park to enjoy the pancakes.
This year’s speakers will include Rep. Jeremy Kalin and Sen. Rick Olseen, Beth Coldman - Executive Dir. of the Minnesota
Parks and Trails Council, and DNR personnel. Friends group membership forms will be available.
Come and join us for a morning of friendship, hear about our big plans for Seegwan,
and check out the new bookshelves at the Visitor Center! Hope to see you there!
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Mail with check to:
Friends of Wild River State Park
c/o William A. Carlson
810 Dellwood St. S.
Cambridge, MN 55008-2122

_______________________________

the process of planning many resource
management actives including a number
of prescribed fires. Don’t be surprised
to see smoke bellowing from the park’s
prairies in April and May. We have also
received a small grant this year to assist
with the control and removal of exotic
species including pea-shrub and crownvetch. Besides resource management
projects, park staff will also be completing some additional work upgrading tie
stations in the equestrian campground
and repairing sections of eroded trail.
Remember, my office door is
always open. I look forward to see you
at Seegwan!

Favorite activities at the park include:
_______________________________

Email __________________________

State ____ Zip __________

City ___________________________

Address ________________________

Name __________________________

Add an additional $10 and be a
member of MN Parks and Trails

– $100/year

Friend
Community

Friend – $20/year
Family

Friend – $10/year
Individual

 Yes!

I’ll be a Friend!

days throughout the winter.
Particularly encouraging to me, was
the noticeable number of families, children, and young adults who came out to
park this winter to recreate and explore
the park. As you may have heard,
recent demographic studies have shown
a steadily decreasing number of children and young adults are participating
in outdoor recreational activities. The
downside of this is of course, without
a future citizenry with an experience
base and connection to the outdoors and
natural world, support and stewardship
for the environment and natural areas

may suffer. A great example of parents
and volunteers supporting a program
that encourages children to participate
in outdoor recreation is the Wild River
Nordic Youth Ski Club. For eight weeks
throughout the winter, the Ski Club met
every Sunday at the Trail Center to
introduce and teach a new generation
of children the sport of cross-country
skiing. Because of their experience, I
am hopefully, that many of these children will grow up to be good stewards
of the environment and pass this ethic
on to future generations.
Spring is sure to be another busy
season at the park. We are currently in
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